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EBPF Contact Details
We welcome any enquiries regarding this document, its content, structure or scope.  
Please contact:


EBPF Secretary 
 secretary@ebpf.uk

EBPF Chairman
 chairman@ebpf.uk

Confidentiality
This document contains information relating to the running of English Blackball Pool Federation (“EBPF”) National County tournaments.  It is available to be copied, downloaded, or distributed to or by any EBPF member. 
Terms and Conditions
The EBPF reserves the right to amend this document in response to proposals, rule anomalies or errors made available to EBPF.  

Distribution of this document by the EBPF in no way conveys any right, title, interest, or license in any intellectual property rights (including but not limited to patents, copyrights, trade secrets or trademarks) contained herein.  All rights are reserved.

The EBPF does not assume liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document or any referenced or associated third party document, including, but not limited to, typographical errors, inaccuracies, or out-dated information.  This document and all information within it are provided on an "as is" basis without any warranties of any kind, express or implied.
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1. The English Blackball Pool Federation (EBPF) is an organisation formed to promote, Blackball rules from base level up to international level. The EBPF incorporates a national county structure that is played regionally across the country. 

2. The County Template is an appendix of the EBPF Constitution and as such any points in the document are governed in accordance with the EBPF procedures and guidance.

3. The National Committee is a sub-committee of the EBPF and as such, the National Committee shall implement the rules and guidelines as set out by the EBPF and shall report to the EBPF Executive Committee. 

4. Any decisions that involve, or may have a direct influence upon the Regional Directors own county will be passed to an independent RD. 

5. Applications for Regional Director/EC Positions should be received by the National Secretary and will be appointed subject to approval by the executive committee, except the chairman’s role which will be conducted by email to every County Manager.

6. Each county must have a County Constitution in place with a full committee in place to oversee the running of that county. This constitution must be readily available in the event of arbitration requests for players as members of the EBPF.  
 
7. This is a working document, and the Executive Committee reserves the right to make amendments if rules are found to be incorrect or inconsistent with another rule. The change will be communicated to County Managers.  
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8. Regions and county borders will be agreed by the Executive and before the start of each season.  Wherever possible Counties will be placed into a Region that is geographically suitable, with the aim being of minimising travel for all counties. 

9. Full regions will consist of up to 6 counties which will be accepted from the list of ceremonial counties register.  Unitary county can be used if we have a shortfall within a region, unitary will only be allowed to enter the region if is warranted in the respective Region.
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10. [bookmark: _Ref413671958][bookmark: _Ref414265408][bookmark: _Ref414613091]Any county wishing to join the EBPF should apply to the EBPF National Secretary, indicating the teams they have available. The application from any said county must have 2 teams, which must consist of either a Female or Open A team and one other section to be successful for entry into the EBPF organisation.
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115770772]The County registration fee for each season must be sent within 4 weeks of a new season starting, irrespective of numbers of teams entered by the said county. Any fees not received by this time will increase by £50. Priority will be given to paying counties. 
12. [bookmark: _Ref469908654]Full County status is achieved when counties enter as a minimum the following teams: -

· FEMALE - 1 Team
· OPEN A-1 Team
· OPEN B-1 Team
· OPEN C -1 Team
· Youth Section - 1 Team
· Seniors Section – 1 Team
· Master’s Section – 1 Team
· Masters and Ladies B teams are standalone teams and could be playing in another region.




13. Each county should have one qualified referee within their said county, any new counties that come into the organisation, must have a referee in place within 2 years.  Failure to adhere to this will result in sanctions against the county. A £50 fine will be imposed for non-compliance each year. This fine includes the cost for 1 person to take the referee’s course. 

14. Each county that enters a Youth team is required by law to have a designated Youth Manager with Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) validation. This is required for players under the age of 18 years to play in any county team and proof must be provided. If the appointed Youth Manager cannot be present, then anyone fulfilling this role must have the DBS Certification. 
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15. County venues must be situated within the county represented.

16. Counties are only permitted from one venue with all entered teams playing from that venue, including Youths.

17. County venues must have enough available tables to support the number of teams they have entered. The current requirement is 2 tables per team per match, per session.  

18. County venues should be friendly environments that allow family, and supporters the ability to support their players.
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19. Each county must register each player online, accompanied with the player fee set at £25 per player.  Any Youth player, the registration fee is set at £15 per player.   


20. [bookmark: _Ref446054747]For any player to be eligible to play the first match of the season the County Manager must register the said player on  www.ebpf.uk  and payment must be paid and confirmed by the RD for the player to be eligible. Please email the regional director and the treasurer.  Additional players throughout a season must follow the same procedure.
21. Players must be signed on prior to playing their first game for the said county, eligibility for the National final’s appearances will count after a player has played his/her first match of the season. The first game must be played by the 4th game of the season.



22. Each registered team must have at least the following number of players registered at the start of the season. 
· OPEN Teams - 11 players 
· Female /Seniors/master’s Teams - 9 players 
· Youth Teams – 5 players

[bookmark: _Ref412038421][bookmark: _Ref414269137]
23. Players are only eligible to play for the county in which they reside or any other county which shares a border with their county of residence.  


i. Existing players (prior to AGM 2021) currently playing for a non-resident county may continue to do so.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk146710969]Once any movement has been made by any player, the said player shall not be allowed to move again to any other county.  This only applies to player movement:    2-full season will be enforced
iii. Any players who become redundant to their said county will have the right to apply for movement through their Regional Director.  
iv. If any said player moves home into another county, then they shall be allowed to make a request for dispensation for movement.

[bookmark: _Ref414614756][bookmark: _Ref411423258]      

24. No new players can be registered for the last 2 games of the season: Any county requesting to sign a player after this deadline must get dispensation approval, if this is granted the said player will not be eligible for national county finals.
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25. EBPF, have adopted Blackball playing rules and all matches are expected to be played in a sporting manner. 
26. Men’s/Females Start Time 2pm (2 TABLES PER TEAM)
27. Masters/Seniors start time 11am, (2 TABLES PER TEAM, IF BOTH TEAMS AGREE THEN 3 TABLES CAN BE USED)  
28. Above times depending on regions who agree can be amended if all agree within the region, if any team does not want to change then the above will come into force.

29. [bookmark: _Ref444157918]All OPEN matches are played over 36 frames (9 legs x 4 sets) where a draw is possible.

30. All Female/Seniors/master’s matches are played over 28 frames (7 legs x 4 sets) where a draw is possible.

31. All U18 matches are played over 24 frames (4 legs x 6 sets).

32. All matches are to be played in full as frames are required for table positions. 

33. All matches must commence on the date and time stated in the published regional fixtures.

34. The responsibility lies with team Captains to notify the opposing Captain if there are any problems that may cause a late start. 
I. While notifying the opposing Captain/County Manager a new start time for the match should be agreed.
II. [bookmark: _Ref409099984]If the opposing Captain is not notified of a late start, the match will commence at the designated time with 2 frames being awarded every 10 minutes until the opposing team has arrived.  The match will become void if the said team has not arrived before the commencement of the second set. 

35. The responsibility lies with the team Captain to notify the opposing Captain if there is a major issue preventing a team reaching a venue. The opposing Captain should be notified as soon as possible and be provided with details of the issue. The Regional Director must also be informed immediately to determine if the match could be subject to a rearrangement or another ruling.
I. Although not an exhaustive list, below are shown some examples of major issues.
a. Medical emergencies
b. Major traffic delays
II. If the opposing Captain and Regional Director are not notified the match will be awarded to the attending team and Rule 64 applies.  

36. Upon arrival of any away team, 50% of all match tables must be made available for them. This must be at least 30 minutes prior to the start of a fixture and must be offered on free play for practice. 

37. If a table is of a completely unreasonable standard, then every attempt must be made to rectify it. The match must still be played, and the away team must report the situation to the Regional Director whose responsibility it will be to take appropriate action with regards the continued use of the venue for county matches.

38. It is mandatory to referee all matches, the home team will be responsible to referee the home matches, the option will be there for the away team to have a second referee.

39. Disputed Frames must be stopped immediately when the situation arises, if for any reason the said frame gets completed, then the disputed frame no longer exists.  If the frame gets disputed, then the RD must be informed after the match.


Disputed frame procedural order 
a. Match referee
b. Team Captains
c. County Managers
d. Regional Director 
e. National Committee (RD’s and NC) 


40. Home teams are responsible for the provision of food at a suitable time, ideally mid-way through for all teams that are playing county matches at the said venue on the day. 

41. Home teams must supply a spotted white for each table used. Failure to comply with this will result in a 1-point deduction per match. 

42. County dress code must be adhered to at all matches.  
The county dress code is: -
· PLAIN BLACK TROUSERS 
· PLAIN BLACK SKIRT 
a. No jeans/Pinstripes/Chinos/Leggings/Jeggings/three-quarter jeans or trouser. 
· All teams must be wearing the same style shirt as a team, POLO OR PRO there is no mix and match allowed.
· Players are not allowed to deface their shirt.  
· ALL BLACK SHOES /SUEDE SHOES /BLACK BOOTS AT ANKLE LEVEL. 
· ALL BLACK LEATHER FAUX SHOES.
· (No trainers, plimsolls, or canvas, moccasins, etc).
·  (No sporting shirts) that may bear the sponsors logo/county names. 
· No hats or baseball caps or Bandanas etc.  unless dispensation has been 
granted.
· Logos for sponsorship can be used.
· Nicknames can be used, but no offensive language allowed on the shirt.
· No Headphones or ear-pods are to use whilst the frame is in progress.
· Dress attire cannot be swapped with other players, on match days if a player has not got their full attire, then they will not be allowed to play. 
· Dispensation for medical Exemptions can be applied to the EBPF Secretary.  
· Once the Dispensation request has been sent to the Regional Director and why the said player needs a dispensation, The National Secretary and Regional Director will confirm the acceptance of the request to the player with a reference number from the EBPF. (National Secretary) and renewed yearly.  
· Retrospective action will be taken if players do not adhere to the dress code on match days. It is the players responsibility to adhere to the dress code when playing at county level. If County Managers/Captains disregard the ruling, then sanctions will be come into force.

43. 3 points will be awarded to the team winning a match. 1 point will be awarded to each team drawing a match. 


44. [bookmark: _Hlk146711040]Players will be awarded the following points for each frame won in each separate Division. 
· A = 10 points
· B = 5 Points
· C= 3 points
Players who must go up a level to help will have their wins calculated within their own section, but the points applied will be the same as their own section.


45. When a foul has been committed by a player, the player must hand the white ball to the opponent when requested:  Players who pick up the white ball without permission from your opponent will result in loss of frame.  Also, If the cue ball is going ‘in-off’ and the player catches that ball, preventing it from dropping into the pocket and entering the table mechanism, then it is loss of frame. 
46. [bookmark: _Hlk146711113]If a legal shot cannot be made by the said player, then the frame will be stopped, and a 9-ball rerack will take place, with both players lagging again.



[bookmark: _Toc411417319][bookmark: _Toc411417389][bookmark: _Toc411417882][bookmark: _Toc411417982][bookmark: _Toc411426036][bookmark: _Toc411426049][bookmark: _Toc411433740][bookmark: _Toc411433954][bookmark: _Toc411435044][bookmark: _Toc411438835][bookmark: _Toc412201997][bookmark: _Toc413670506][bookmark: _Toc413671852][bookmark: _Toc413672265][bookmark: _Toc413672396][bookmark: _Toc413672439][bookmark: _Toc413672472][bookmark: _Toc413672957][bookmark: _Toc413673124][bookmark: _Toc413673500][bookmark: _Toc413739790][bookmark: _Toc414278555][bookmark: _Toc414348039][bookmark: _Toc414348744][bookmark: _Toc414348829][bookmark: _Toc414715534][bookmark: _Toc414863248][bookmark: _Toc415650948][bookmark: _Toc415651938][bookmark: _Toc415659869][bookmark: _Toc416273832][bookmark: _Toc417153340][bookmark: _Toc418583971][bookmark: _Toc423855725][bookmark: _Toc424828368][bookmark: _Toc424828408][bookmark: _Toc430614136][bookmark: _Toc433621892][bookmark: _Toc434239681][bookmark: _Toc440892633][bookmark: _Toc440898790][bookmark: _Toc442423910][bookmark: _Toc442711619][bookmark: _Toc443250762][bookmark: _Toc443251081][bookmark: _Toc443251171][bookmark: _Toc443287614][bookmark: _Toc444160231][bookmark: _Toc444160556][bookmark: _Toc444161353][bookmark: _Toc444161587][bookmark: _Toc446322405][bookmark: _Toc446322713][bookmark: _Toc453058568][bookmark: _Toc453592013][bookmark: _Toc458758596][bookmark: _Toc462216278][bookmark: _Toc462217054][bookmark: _Toc469313287][bookmark: _Toc469919610][bookmark: _Toc469919641][bookmark: _Toc469919703][bookmark: _Toc470720049][bookmark: _Toc470944844][bookmark: _Toc473188381][bookmark: _Toc473558101][bookmark: _Toc474403722][bookmark: _Toc477762145][bookmark: _Toc477762309]7-Fixtures, Postponements and Rearrangements

47. Each season county fixtures will be released by County Managers one month prior to season starting and published on the official EBPF website: 

48. County fixtures must be adhered to, and re-arrangements are NOT permitted. However, in exceptional circumstances, counties may request a postponement through their Regional Director. If approved, the said team who is requesting the re-arrangement, will be given 2 dates by the opposing team, if an agreement cannot be reached, the fixture will return to its original date.

I. Only players registered and eligible for the original fixture date are allowed to participate in a rearranged fixture.
II. Players from teams that are subject to a rearrangement are not permitted to play for another team in that Division or section on the date of the original fixture. 
III. Counties are not permitted to rearrange any fixtures without the permission of the Regional Director.
IV. Being short is not a valid reason to postpone. 
V. 4 Females /Seniors/master's players constitute a team.
VI. 3 Youth players constitute a team.
VII. 5 OPEN players constitute a team.
VIII. If any match has started and the match gets abandoned, because of an exceptional circumstance, health, and safety issues, which would have adverse effect on members at the said premises, then the match will be rescheduled, and the scores will start from when it originally got abandoned.   A neutral venue will be arranged if it is needed, and the dates will be supplied by the Regional Director.


· Failure to comply with rule 44, caveat I and II, will result in a 2 points penalty and won frames reversed.

49. [bookmark: _Hlk146711173]If any county team fails to attend a county match, they are subject to a no show, the Regional Director will investigate the reason why and apply sanctions where needed. Sanctions will apply to any county team not fulfilling their match schedule for the county season.

I. The team will be issued a 3 points penalty this season and will start the following season on –3 points.
II. The county will be fined £200 per team which is payable before their next county match. Failure to pay fines may result in that team or the county being withdrawn from all county competitions.  
III. The match will be awarded to the attending team.
IV. The attending captain must inform the Regional Director that the opposition failed to turn up on the day of the fixture.
V. The APP must still be filled out on the day which must include any reserves.
VI. The result must not be inputted on the EBPF website.
VII. The Regional Director will move the fixture to December 25th, to highlight it will not be played. 
VIII. The match score will be awarded at the end of the season as per the previous result between the teams or the attending team’s average match score for the season whichever is the greater. 
IX. The Regional Director will input the result on the EBPF website.
X. Players and reserves listed on the result sheet will be awarded maximum attendance points.
XI. Players listed on the result sheet will be awarded 3 wins in the OPEN/Female/Seniors/master’s sections, 5 wins in the Youth section.
XII. The team that failed to attend a fixture will be required to play the corresponding fixture away from home in the first half of the following season. 

50. If a team fails to show up for 2 county matches, then they will be automatically withdrawn from the county set up. 
I. All matches against them for the season (including any matches already played) will be voided. 
II. All players registered for that team will not be eligible to play for another team in that section for the remainder of the season.
III. All registered players are still eligible to play for teams in other sections.
IV. If a team withdraws itself, then the same applies as though the team were automatically withdrawn. 


[bookmark: _Toc411417321][bookmark: _Toc411417391][bookmark: _Toc411417884][bookmark: _Toc411417984][bookmark: _Toc411426037][bookmark: _Toc411426050][bookmark: _Toc411433741][bookmark: _Toc411433955][bookmark: _Toc411435045][bookmark: _Toc411438836][bookmark: _Toc412201998][bookmark: _Toc413670507][bookmark: _Toc413671853][bookmark: _Toc413672266][bookmark: _Toc413672397][bookmark: _Toc413672440][bookmark: _Toc413672473][bookmark: _Toc413672958][bookmark: _Toc413673125][bookmark: _Toc413673501][bookmark: _Toc413739791][bookmark: _Toc414278556][bookmark: _Toc414348040][bookmark: _Toc414348745][bookmark: _Toc414348830][bookmark: _Toc414715535][bookmark: _Toc414863249][bookmark: _Toc415650949][bookmark: _Toc415651939][bookmark: _Toc415659870][bookmark: _Toc416273833][bookmark: _Toc417153341][bookmark: _Toc418583972][bookmark: _Toc423855726][bookmark: _Toc424828369][bookmark: _Toc424828409][bookmark: _Toc430614137][bookmark: _Toc433621893][bookmark: _Toc434239682][bookmark: _Toc440892634][bookmark: _Toc440898791][bookmark: _Toc442423911][bookmark: _Toc442711620][bookmark: _Toc443250763][bookmark: _Toc443251082][bookmark: _Toc443251172][bookmark: _Toc443287615][bookmark: _Toc444160232][bookmark: _Toc444160557][bookmark: _Toc444161354][bookmark: _Toc444161588][bookmark: _Toc446322406][bookmark: _Toc446322714][bookmark: _Toc453058569][bookmark: _Toc453592014][bookmark: _Toc458758597][bookmark: _Toc462216279][bookmark: _Toc462217055][bookmark: _Toc469313288][bookmark: _Toc469919611][bookmark: _Toc469919642][bookmark: _Toc469919704][bookmark: _Toc470720050][bookmark: _Toc470944845][bookmark: _Toc473188382][bookmark: _Toc473558102][bookmark: _Toc474403723][bookmark: _Toc477762146][bookmark: _Toc477762310]8-Team Selection / Player Restrictions
[bookmark: _Hlk146711749]
51. [bookmark: _Ref469916957]Selected players on match days must be in the venue to be added onto the League-App-live, no player shall have THEIR name down until the said player has arrived.
52. OPEN teams must be filled from the A team downwards, when selecting players on match days, meaning, the OPEN A team fixtures must be fulfilled first, then B and C teams, etc, not having the requisite number of players is not grounds for re-arranging a fixture. 


53.  Female A teams and Female B teams will operate separately throughout the season, and no movement will be allowed between the said teams. 



I. The OPEN A team must have a minimum of 9 players at every match using all available registered A team players:

II. Registered OPEN B players must be used to supplement the A team if short of available registered A team players:

III. [bookmark: _Hlk137634774]Registered OPEN C team player must be used to supplement the B	team if short of available registered players:

IV. Failure to comply with this rule will result in all A and B team matches being awarded to the opponent county and no individual stats will be counted.  Sanctions will be applied.

V. No registered OPEN A team players are permitted to play for the B team on match days, if the A team is short of players.

VI. No registered OPEN B team players are permitted to play for a C team on match days, if the B team are short of players.


VII. [bookmark: _Hlk146711917]Only 2 registered OPEN A team players and 2 registered OPEN B team players are allowed to move down a level on match days. 
· No movement is allowed from A team or B team downwards for the last 2 matches of the season.  
· Representation at National Finals will be decided with 2 matches to go, for example in a 10-match season, then when the 8th match has been completed, any region which only plays 8 games the same rule applies, with the cut off applied after the 6th game of the season.  It is the responsibility of the County Manager to ensure you are playing in the correct team, for example played 5 As and 3 Bs then for rest of season you can only play As.  By the 8th match if the said player has played 3 Bs and 3 cs then the County Manger must ensure the said player goes into the correct team and stay there for remainder of season. 
· After the 6th or  8th match you must only play for that said team i.e. A/B/C
· The last 2 matches of the season no player can drop down a level, players can go up to help if the above team is short with no penalties.  

VIII. Registered OPEN C players must be used to supplement the B team if short of available registered B players. 

IX. No registered OPEN A Team player is permitted to play for C team.

C team player will be allowed to play for the A team, only after being promoted to the B team.
X. Registered OPEN B or C players that moved up in a previous match may return to their registered team without penalty.


XI. Fielding from the top-down means playing your strongest players in each section, if anomalies are highlighted then Retrospective action will be taken against the said county.

XII. Counties that do not follow the above rulings will be sanctioned that could have a points deduction/fine/expulsion.

XIII. No Adult International player is allowed to play in the Open C section.   

XIV. No Under 23s A team player can play in the Open C section.  

XV. No Under 18s A team player can play in the Open C section.  

54. International players are deemed as current internationals up to the point they have not been retained following international trials, or they have resigned, at which point their international status is released.

55. Current International players and Professional players who play in the A section in the following OPEN/Female/Seniors/master’s, and Youth players, from any BI member country may only play in that sections A Team, unless the A team is already full of internationals in which case they may play in the next lower team.  

56. Representation at county level must be no lower than the international section players are selected for, this includes all BI member countries with international status).  Exceptions to this rule can be agreed by the IC/EC in extraordinary circumstances.  (Example, a B International player can be picked to play in the B section at county matches if performances warrant such a selection by the said county.
57. The top 32 IPA or Ultimate professionals and any other cue sport professionals can only play in the A team section.  (Professionals are those who have been a professional at any time within the preceding 2 years.  There is also limitation on entry into our tours with professional status).

58. There is no maximum to the number of reserves which can be listed by a county team for any match.
[bookmark: _Ref409100253][bookmark: _Ref411422960]
59. [bookmark: _Ref414274627]Players may only play an opposition county twice (once at home and once away) during the qualification period in each section.
The exceptions to this rule: -
I. If opposition counties have additional teams (e.g., master’s B, Female B) in a division or section.

60. [bookmark: _Ref446054665][bookmark: _Ref415652047]For OPEN/Female/Seniors/master’s/youths matches, if a player is substituted out, they are allowed to be re-played at any time during the match. Therefore, they may play against the same opponent multiple times during any match.

61. OPEN A/B/C and the Female players can only play either Seniors or Masters, you are not allowed to play in both.

62. [bookmark: _Hlk146711984]To be eligible to play in the Youth section, players must be under the age of 18 prior to first match of the new season.

63. Players are eligible to play for a Seniors section once they are of the requisite age 40 or over. This is set in line with the International Seniors team age requirements. 

64. Players are eligible to play for a master’s section once they are of the requisite age 50 or over. This is set in line with the international master’s team age requirements. 

65. [bookmark: _Ref443287443]Proof of age will be required for U18, Senior’s and master’s sections. Only passports, birth certificates, driving licence or other registered ID forms will be accepted. 


66. [bookmark: _Ref415651685][bookmark: _Hlk146712040][bookmark: _Toc411417322][bookmark: _Toc411417392][bookmark: _Toc411417885][bookmark: _Toc411417985][bookmark: _Toc411426038][bookmark: _Toc411426051][bookmark: _Toc411433742][bookmark: _Toc411433956][bookmark: _Toc411435046][bookmark: _Toc411438837][bookmark: _Toc412201999][bookmark: _Toc413670508][bookmark: _Toc413671854]If any County is found to be playing an ineligible player, that said team will be deducted 3 points per ineligible player played.  The match will become void and awarded to the opponents; they will also start the following season on -3 points This can be applied retrospectively following an investigation by the Regional Director/EC
[bookmark: _Toc413672267][bookmark: _Toc413672398][bookmark: _Toc413672441][bookmark: _Toc413672474][bookmark: _Toc413672959][bookmark: _Toc413673126][bookmark: _Toc413673502][bookmark: _Toc413739792][bookmark: _Toc414278557][bookmark: _Toc414348041][bookmark: _Toc414348746][bookmark: _Toc414348831][bookmark: _Toc414715536][bookmark: _Toc414863250][bookmark: _Toc415650950][bookmark: _Toc415651940][bookmark: _Toc415659871][bookmark: _Toc416273834][bookmark: _Toc417153342][bookmark: _Toc418583973][bookmark: _Toc423855727][bookmark: _Toc424828370][bookmark: _Toc424828410][bookmark: _Toc430614138][bookmark: _Toc433621894][bookmark: _Toc434239683][bookmark: _Toc440892635][bookmark: _Toc440898792][bookmark: _Toc442423912][bookmark: _Toc442711621][bookmark: _Toc443250764][bookmark: _Toc443251083][bookmark: _Toc443251173][bookmark: _Toc443287616][bookmark: _Toc444160233][bookmark: _Toc444160558][bookmark: _Toc444161355][bookmark: _Toc444161589][bookmark: _Toc446322407][bookmark: _Toc446322715][bookmark: _Toc453058570][bookmark: _Toc453592015][bookmark: _Toc458758598][bookmark: _Toc462216280][bookmark: _Toc462217056][bookmark: _Toc469313289][bookmark: _Toc469919612][bookmark: _Toc469919643][bookmark: _Toc469919705][bookmark: _Toc470720051][bookmark: _Toc470944846][bookmark: _Toc473188383][bookmark: _Toc473558103][bookmark: _Toc474403724][bookmark: _Toc477762147][bookmark: _Toc477762311] 
9-Recording Results

67. All County teams are responsible for completing the Pool-app-live application during the match. County Mangers MUST contact via phone or text to inform the Regional Director that the venue has WI-FI issues.  All matches are to be inputted on the app within 48 hours of the match being completed. Failure to comply will result in a 1-point deduct

[bookmark: _Toc411417316][bookmark: _Toc411417386][bookmark: _Toc411417878][bookmark: _Toc411417976][bookmark: _Toc411426039][bookmark: _Toc411426052][bookmark: _Toc411433743][bookmark: _Toc411433957][bookmark: _Toc411435047][bookmark: _Toc411438838][bookmark: _Toc412202000][bookmark: _Toc413670509][bookmark: _Toc413671855][bookmark: _Toc413672268][bookmark: _Toc413672399][bookmark: _Toc413672442][bookmark: _Toc413672475][bookmark: _Toc413672960][bookmark: _Toc413673127][bookmark: _Toc413673503][bookmark: _Toc413739793][bookmark: _Toc414278558][bookmark: _Toc414348042][bookmark: _Toc414348747][bookmark: _Toc414348832][bookmark: _Toc414715537][bookmark: _Toc414863251][bookmark: _Toc415650951][bookmark: _Toc415651941][bookmark: _Toc415659872][bookmark: _Toc416273835][bookmark: _Toc417153343][bookmark: _Toc418583974][bookmark: _Toc423855728][bookmark: _Toc424828371][bookmark: _Toc424828411][bookmark: _Toc430614139][bookmark: _Toc433621895][bookmark: _Toc434239684][bookmark: _Toc440892636][bookmark: _Toc440898793][bookmark: _Toc442423913][bookmark: _Toc442711622][bookmark: _Toc443250765][bookmark: _Toc443251084][bookmark: _Toc443251174][bookmark: _Toc443287617][bookmark: _Toc444160234][bookmark: _Toc444160559][bookmark: _Toc444161356][bookmark: _Toc444161590][bookmark: _Toc446322408][bookmark: _Toc446322716][bookmark: _Toc453058571][bookmark: _Toc453592016][bookmark: _Toc458758599][bookmark: _Toc462216281][bookmark: _Toc462217057][bookmark: _Toc469313290][bookmark: _Toc469919613][bookmark: _Toc469919644][bookmark: _Toc469919706][bookmark: _Toc470720052][bookmark: _Toc470944847][bookmark: _Toc473188384][bookmark: _Toc473558104][bookmark: _Toc474403725][bookmark: _Toc477762148][bookmark: _Toc477762312]10-National Finals
 
[bookmark: _Toc411417977]Team Qualification

68. [bookmark: _Hlk208833955]Team qualification to National Finals is as follows: -
I. Qualification for county final spots will be the top 2 within your region, from the OPEN A/B/C/ and Seniors/Masters/Female sections.  This will always depend on numbers; it could go up or down:
II. Youths’ sections will be dependent on entries.
III. 1st and 2nd placed teams that refuses their spot at county finals the place will be offered to the 3rd place team within their region,   
IV.  20 teams will be invited to the county finals from all sections; pro-rata will only come into force after all teams who finish in the top 2 and the best third placed teams (4 teams) have been selected.  
V. Pro-rata will be used when if teams refuse their spot, firstly it will the next best 3rd placed teams invited and then Pro-Rata across all regions.
VI. For your attendance to count towards your eligibility for county finals, you must play in the fixture you are on the reserve list for on the said match day.


69. [bookmark: _Ref470718582][bookmark: _Hlk146712092]Sanctions will apply for counties, who refuse their spot at our county finals.  £450 and -6 points will apply each year who refuse their position at our national county finals. Any team who refuses a 2nd time within a 5-year period will be removed from the county set-up.

70. At the end of the season, if teams are tied in their Region on points, then frame difference will then count. If the teams are still equal, then the result of the matches between the tied teams will count. If the teams are still tied, a play-off will take place at a neutral venue on a date set out on the counties fixture calendar at the start of the season.

71. [bookmark: _Hlk146712151]The Adult deadline for acceptance for county finals will be posted on the calendar and communicated through our regional directors.

72. The youth’s deadline for acceptance for the county finals will be communicated through our regional directors.

73. Deadline for national singles entries date will be on the entry form.
[bookmark: _Toc411417879][bookmark: _Toc411417978]
Player Qualification
74. It is the responsibility of the Regional Directors to assess eligibility of players for National Finals.

75. [bookmark: _Ref470714243]The team for which a said player has played the most matches during the season will determine which team they will represent at National Finals, except in the case of non-played reserves recorded on results sheets, who will be eligible for the team they were a non-playing reserve the most times.  

76. [bookmark: _Ref411425046][bookmark: _Ref413661976]For a player to be eligible to participate at National Finals they must meet the following criteria: -
I. Registered as a player before the registration deadline specified in Rule 21
II. Have attended 50% of matches.   
a. Eligibility for players registering after the start of the season will be based on a pro-rata. 
b. Reserves and substituted out players will be classified as maximum attendance for that match.  

III. Any player who plays in multiple teams in a county squad, MUST fulfil all eligibility criteria for all individual teams that they have played in.
77. [bookmark: _Ref413662073]Players in a non-qualified team for the national finals can be used to supplement another team from within their county assuming, the conditions listed below are met: -
I. No OPEN registered A players may drop down to another OPEN team.
II. No OPEN registered B players may drop down to the OPEN C team.
III. Players can go up a level on the request for dispensation and only allowed when sanctioned by NC/EC, 2 players at most can be added when going up a level.

 
78. If a qualified player withdraws from participating at National Finals such that the team has fewer players than frames to be played per set, they may be replaced by other squad members who may not have met the qualification criteria stated upon request to the Regional Director and approval by the EC. 


                     
                         

General Tournament Guidelines

79. [bookmark: _Hlk208834966][bookmark: _Hlk208834987]Open/Female matches will be played over 4 sets throughout the tournament at national finals.
80. Youths’ matches will be over 5 sets in the group stages and 6 sets in the knockout rounds.
81. Seniors and masters will be played over 4 sets in the group stages and 4 sets in the knockout rounds.

82. Matches at National Finals are played to the winning result only and are then stopped at that point.

83. If a county is found to be playing an ineligible player, that team will be deducted 4 points per ineligible player per match played.  The match will become void, and result given to their opponents. The said player and Captain will be disqualified from the tournament; this can be applied retrospectively following an investigation by the organising committee.

84. [bookmark: _Hlk208835154]Any county team failing to fulfil their last matches at the county finals, will be sanctioned with a 6 points deduction and a £350 fine.  Their results will be removed from the group stages.

85. Any county team failing to attend 2 matches during National County Finals, the said team will be disqualified from the county set-up.  Retrospective action will be applied to persistent teams, for instance if you choose to miss a match in one year then do it again 2 years down the line the ruling will be applied.    National County finals are the pinnacle of the season, and no county team should be absent from the scheduled match.  

 
[bookmark: _Toc411417317][bookmark: _Toc411417387][bookmark: _Toc411417880][bookmark: _Toc411417980][bookmark: _Toc411426040][bookmark: _Toc411426053][bookmark: _Toc411433744][bookmark: _Toc411433958][bookmark: _Toc411435048][bookmark: _Toc411438839][bookmark: _Toc412202001][bookmark: _Toc413670510][bookmark: _Toc413671856][bookmark: _Toc413672269][bookmark: _Toc413672400][bookmark: _Toc413672443][bookmark: _Toc413672476][bookmark: _Toc413672961][bookmark: _Toc413673128][bookmark: _Toc413673504][bookmark: _Toc413739794][bookmark: _Toc414278559][bookmark: _Toc414348043][bookmark: _Toc414348748][bookmark: _Toc414348833][bookmark: _Toc414715538][bookmark: _Toc414863252][bookmark: _Toc415650952][bookmark: _Toc415651942][bookmark: _Toc415659873][bookmark: _Toc416273836][bookmark: _Toc417153344][bookmark: _Toc418583975][bookmark: _Toc423855729][bookmark: _Toc424828372][bookmark: _Toc424828412][bookmark: _Toc430614140][bookmark: _Toc433621896][bookmark: _Toc434239685][bookmark: _Toc440892637][bookmark: _Toc440898794][bookmark: _Toc442423914][bookmark: _Toc442711623][bookmark: _Toc443250766][bookmark: _Toc443251085][bookmark: _Toc443251175][bookmark: _Toc443287618][bookmark: _Toc444160235][bookmark: _Toc444160560][bookmark: _Toc444161357][bookmark: _Toc444161591][bookmark: _Toc446322409][bookmark: _Toc446322717][bookmark: _Toc453058572][bookmark: _Toc453592017][bookmark: _Toc458758600][bookmark: _Toc462216282][bookmark: _Toc462217058][bookmark: _Toc469313291][bookmark: _Toc469919614][bookmark: _Toc469919645][bookmark: _Toc469919707][bookmark: _Toc470720053][bookmark: _Toc470944848][bookmark: _Toc473188385][bookmark: _Toc473558105][bookmark: _Toc474403726][bookmark: _Toc477762149][bookmark: _Toc477762313][bookmark: _Hlk146712235]   11-England Trials

86. The top 8 players with the highest individual points from each region in the OPEN (A and B combined), Female and Seniors/master’s excluding current Internationals, will be invited to the England trials providing they have achieved a win rate of 55% or above, also England Managers discretion will be a factor.  

87. The number of international spaces will be determined by the International Committee and approved and announced by the International Coordinator at the end of the international season. 

88.  U18s/Grandmasters automatically invited to trials. 

89. [bookmark: _Toc411417323][bookmark: _Toc411417393][bookmark: _Toc411417886][bookmark: _Toc411417986][bookmark: _Toc411426041][bookmark: _Toc411426054][bookmark: _Toc411433745][bookmark: _Toc411433959][bookmark: _Toc411435049][bookmark: _Toc411438840][bookmark: _Toc412202002][bookmark: _Toc413670511][bookmark: _Toc413671857][bookmark: _Toc413672270][bookmark: _Toc413672401][bookmark: _Toc413672444][bookmark: _Toc413672477][bookmark: _Toc413672962][bookmark: _Toc413673129][bookmark: _Toc413673505][bookmark: _Toc413739795][bookmark: _Toc414278560][bookmark: _Toc414348044]The date and venue of the England trials will be held in May of each year:                       
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90. All complaints must be provided in writing to the County Manager/Regional Director who will investigate and make a ruling.  All complaints and appeals must follow the complaints procedural order unless the complaint is deemed of such severity in nature it may be passed directly to the Executive Committee to make the ruling.
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91. Any persons representing a County or England are expected to behave in a manner that is not detrimental to the reputation of the EBPF as they are officially representing the organisation. This should include, although not an exhaustive list: 

(a) Unsportsmanlike behaviour
(b) Behaving outside the spirit of the Game
(c) Behaving in an inappropriate manner whilst in Uniform or whilst at an EBPF organised / affiliated event
(d) Behaving in a way detrimental to the Game / Organisation
(e) Behaving in a way likely to bring the Game / Organisation into disrepute

This is a set protocol and has been taken from the EBPF constitution and as such applies to all aspects of the EBPF.

Allowing the appeals process to be followed to either the National or International Committee and Executive Committee. Any appeals must be received in writing within 14 days of any ruling. However, if the offence is deemed of such severity in nature, it may be passed directly to the Executive Committee to make the ruling. Please refer to the constitution for guidance on the appeals/grievance process
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